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We serve impoverished orphans in  
♦ Haiti  
♦ Tanzania 
♦ Dominican Republic 

 
Web site at: www.betterfutureinternational.com 
Poverty is hunger. Poverty is lack of shelter. Poverty is being 
sick and not being able to see a doctor. Poverty is not having 
access to school and not knowing how to read. Poverty is 
not having a job, is fear for the future, living one day at a 
time. 
‐ ‐ The World Bank 

 
Orphans International America d/b/a Better Future 
International has successfully taken a sustainable 
approach to addressing both the emergency needs of 
orphaned children and the long‐ term UN Millennium 
development goals of improving the disadvantaged 
communities in which they live. 
We provide funding and leadership to address the 
orphans’ need for: 

 Adequate food and clean water 

 Healthcare 

 Safety and a loving home 

 Education 

 Hope for a Better Future 
We work to assure that orphaned or abandoned 
children are raised in a caring household that will 
provide equal opportunity to all the children; both boys 
and girls, orphans and foster siblings. An opportunity 
for a better future is synonymous with this family’s 
ability to achieve self-sufficiency. 

 
Family Care Model 
We believe that all children benefit from living in a 
family. Many countries and child welfare agencies like 
UNICEF agree. Our Family Care Model supports the 
extended family members’ ability to provide care for 
orphaned children. We believe that an orphanage 
cannot meet the long-term social or emotional needs 
of children. And orphanages are more expensive and 
more difficult to operate than our community center 
program. Orphanages may encourage desperate 
families to abandon their children in order to get 

services for them. Better Future International 
only provides support to families who agree to 
keep the orphans in their homes, and treat all 
the children equally. We do not arrange 
adoptions. 
 
Family Care:  
• Utilizes a sustainable, holistic, 
community‐ centered, child 
development‐ appropriate and 
cost‐ effective approach to raising orphaned 
children  
• Allows us to partner with other local and 
international childcare NGO’s like the World 
Food Program to ensure that basic needs are 
met without duplicating community services 
• Aims to break the cycle of poverty and create 
self-sufficiency by organizing the active 
participation of all children and caregivers in 
health, welfare and education initiatives 
which are monitored and assessed 
• Provides caregivers with adequate resources 
to help the orphans and foster siblings to 
survive and thrive. 
 

 
Expectations for each enrolled family: 
* The family demonstrates a commitment to 
improve the children’s educational 
performance, health, nutrition and overall 
well‐ being. 
* The local project director visits each family to 
evaluate the home situation and monitor the 
parenting plan.  
* All families receiving financial support are 
required to volunteer at the community center 
and share equally in the work in order to keep 
expenses low. This also builds a sense of 
ownership, responsibility and community pride. 
* The children must attend school, their tutoring 
classes and receive their food rations daily at 
the center. 
 

 
Long-term goals include vocational training, 
adequate housing, adult literacy programs and 

daycare for younger children. Engaging the 

community to help battle the stigma 
surrounding orphaned and abandoned children. 
 
 
Better Future International hires local staff in 
each community and also utilizes visiting 

volunteers as teachers, tutors and social work 
administrators. English language and computer 
instruction is offered once all basic needs are being 
met. 

 
 
The Salama Center, Better Future’s family care 
program in Moshi, Tanzania, officially opened in 
January 2009 and is currently serving 26 orphaned 
children and their households; approximately 145 
individuals. It is our belief, as well as a value of 
Tanzanian culture, that these children should remain 
living with their extended family members, usually 
Grandmothers, rather than be removed from their 
communities and placed in institutions. However, 
providing aid to impoverished families is imperative if 
we are to secure the family’s future. 

  
 

Achievements and successes: 
Through the Family Care Model, the Salama Center 
has been able to: 
• Bring stability to impoverished households raising 
orphaned children 
• Provide adequate food and health checkups for 
orphaned children and their foster siblings 
• Provide continuing physical and emotional support 
as the families work to overcome extreme poverty 
• Empower each child to pursue an education 
• Extend HIV/AIDS prevention, education and access 
to testing and treatment of diseases like malaria. 
• Continually monitor and assess the needs of the 
orphaned children 

http://www.betterfutureinternational.org/

